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LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS BY REGIONS, 1955 


(000 Omitted) 


LIVING BENEFITS 


TOTAL DEATH 
BENEFITS 


$ 165,670 
639,805 
505,758 
171,822 
270,403 

95,492 
135,657 


TOTAL LIVING 
BENEFITS 


$ 268,476 
961,563 
673,304 
236,721 
323,473 
106,705 
171,257 

77,937 
322,575 


$3,142,011 


TOTAL 
BENEFITS 


$ 434,146 
1,601,368 
1,179,062 


Surrender 
Values 


Disability 
Payments 


Policy 
Dividends 


Matured Annuity 
Endowments Payments 





New England 

Middle Atlantic 

East North Central ... 
West North Central . .. 
South Atlantic 

East Seuth Central ... 
West South Central ... 
Mountain 


$ 60,705 
196,202 
131,114 

42,420 
61,247 
16,286 
28,966 
14,934 
5 62,045 


$2,240,731 $613,919 


$ 38,235 
134,891 
96,760 
36,604 
43,805 
12,085. 
34,153 
10,464 
55,243 


$462,240 


$ 7,384 
34,578 
17,842 

7,139 
17,843 
5,399 
6,254 
2,647 
10,936 


$110,022 


$ 75,154 
269,446 
172,685 

63,162 
103,326 
37,450 
58,627 
23,131 
92,989 


$895,970 


$ 86,998 
326,446 
254,903 

87,396 
97,252 
35,485. 
43,257 
26,761 
101,362 


$1,059,860 


523,078 
$5,382,742 


NEW ENGLAND: Me., N. H., Vt., Mass., R. I., Conn.; MIDDLE ATLANTIC: N. Y., N. J.. Pa.; EAST NORTH CENTRAL: Ohio, Ind., IIL, 
Mich., Wis.; WEST NORTH CENTRAL: Minn., Iowa, Mo., N. D., 8. D., Neb.. Kan.; SOUTH ATLANTIC: Del., Md., D. C.. Va.. W. Va., 
N. C., S. C., Ga., Fla.; EAST SOUTH CENTRAL: Ky., Tenn., Ala.. Miss.; WEST SOUTH CENTRAL: Ark., La., Okla., Tex.; MOUNTAIN: 
Mont., Idaho, Wyo., Colo., N. Mex., Ariz., Utah, Nev.; PACIFIC: Wash., Ore., Calif. 


Total U.S. ...... 





Policyholders in the United States received an ag- 
gregate of $3,142,011,000 in living benefits from their 
life insurance companies during 1955. This was an 
increase of $267,090,000 over the previous year and 
47% more than in 1950. Included in these payments to 
policyholders were matured endowments, annuity pay- 
ments, disability payments, surrender values and policy 
dividends. Benefits paid by life insurance companies on 
accident and health policies are excluded. 

The categories showing the largest gain over 1954 
were policy dividends and matured endowments, each 
increasing 14% . Surrender benefits showed a gain of 
7%, and annuity payments increased 1 during the 
year. Disability payments declined slightly in this 
period. For the five year period, 1950-1955, however, 
the percentage gains in the various categories showed 
a somewhat different pattern. The largest increase in 


this period was in policy dividends, 67% ; surrender 
values increased 5147; annuity payments, 45% ; ma- 
tured endowments, 24% ; and disability payments, 
10%. 

An analysis of the distribution of total living benefit 
payments by regions shows that the Middle Atlantic 
region accounted for the largest portion of the 1955 
total, as in previous years. The East North Central 
region ranked second. These two regions combined 
represented over half of the total living benefit pay- 
ments in 1955. The East South Central and Mountain 
regions have accounted for the smallest percentage of 
the total living benefits. 

For many years, payments to living policyholders 
have exceeded death benefit payments. In 1955 living 
benefits exceeded death benefits by more than 
$900,000,000. 





IN THE UNITED STATES — 1955 


LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS TO LIVING POLICYHOLDERS 





Matured 
Endowments 


Annuity 
Payments 


Disability 
Payments 


Surrender 
Values 


Policy 
Dividends 


TOTAL 





California 
Colorado 


$ 4,223,000 
1,898,000 
1,915,000 

47,592,000 
5,351,000 


$ 3,299,000 
1,977,000 
1,620,000 

45,715,000 
3,575,000 


$ 1,428,000 
733,000 
769,000 

8,857,000 
827,000 


$ 10,712,000 
3,684,000 
4,112,000 

74,731,000 
7,580,000 


$ = 8,515,000 
3,840,000 
3,915,000 

79,565,000 
9,047,000 


28,177,000 
12,132,000 
12,331,000 
256,460,000 
26,380,000 





Connecticut 
Delaware 


District of Columbia .... 


Florida 


16,207,000 
2,163,000 
5,437,000 

12,244,000 
5,442,000 


9,475,000 
1,334,000 
3,254,000 
11,846,000 
3,812,000 


2,099,000 
385,000 
810,000 

4,132,000 

2,854,000 


18,059,000 
2,579,000 
6,291,000 

19,627,000 

15,348,000 


21,897,000 
3,364,000 
7,082,000 

15,944,000 

13,056,000 


67,737,000 

9,825,000 
22,874,000 
63,793,000 
40,512,000 





Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 


1,175,000 
37,333,000 
13,574,000 

7,205,000 

5,218,000 


733,000 
33,657,000 
11,046,000 

5,752,000 
4,176,000 


180,000 
5,595,000 
2,187,000 
1,500,000 

676,000 


2,166,000 
55,465,000 
19,562,000 
10,107,000 

8,039,000 


2,357,000 
84,652,000 
28,142,000 
17,082,000 
10,781,000 


6,611,000 
216,702,000 
74,511,000 
41,646,000 
28,890,000 





Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 


Massachusetts 


4,689,000 
5,140,000 
4,173,000 
12,087,000 
29,924,000 


3,722,000 
6,019,000 
3,139,000 
6,704,000 
19,370,000 


1,132,000 
1,330,000 

492,000 
1,871,000 
3,564,000 


10,373,000 
9,936,000 
5,937,000 

15,007,000 

38,394,000 


10,883,000 
10,516,000 

6,012,000 
16,659,000 
44,238,000 


30,799,000 
32,941,000 
19,353,000 
52,328,000 
135,490,000 





Michigan 

Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Missouri 
Montana 


24,897,000 
11,184,000 
1,918,000 
12,856,000 
1,809,000 


16,902,000 
10,027,000 
1,545,000 
11,682,000 
1,125,000 


3,152,000 
1,854,000 
674,000 
2,115,000 
274,000 


30,949,000 
14,975,000 
4,007,000 
20,829,000 
2,146,000 


45,701,000 
20,177,000 
3,685,000 
27,381,000 
3,303,000 


121,601.000 
58,217,000 
11,829,000 
74,863,000 

8,657,000 





Nebraska 
Nevada 


New Hampshire 


New Jersey 
New Mexico 


3,878,000 
555,000 
3,228,000 
33,008,000 
1,014,000 


2,920,000 
407,000 
1,959,000 
24,318,000 
977,000 


589,000 
47,000 
366,000 
5,101,000 
206,000 


5,681,000 
831,000 
3.913,000 
46,203,000 
2,119,000 


7,742,000 
878,000 
4,672,000 
56,604,000 
2,188,000 


20,810,000 
2,718,000 
14,138,000 
165,234,000 
6,504,000 





North Carolina 


North Dakota 
Ohio 
Oklahoma 


108,366,000 
6,962,000 
1,088,000 

41,478,000 
4,828,000 


75,993,000 
4,247,000 
911,000 
25,553,000 
4,586,000 


19,080,000 
2,147,000 
205,000 
5,194,000 
1,124,000 


146,433,000 
14,444,000 
1,739,000 
50,162.000 
8,854,000 


176,388,000 
12,644,000 
1,890,000 
69,573,000 
8,534,000 


526,260,000 
40,444,000 
5,833,000 
191,960,000 
27,926,000 





Pennsylvania 
Rhode Island 


South Carolina 


5,550,000 
54.829,000 
4,753,000 
3,471,000 


3,472,000 
34.580.000 
2.806.000 
2,554,000 


751,000 
10,397,000 
643,000 
1,182,000 


6,971,000 
76,809,000 
6,837,000 
8,652,000 


8,714,000 
93,453,000 
7,436,000 
5,225,000 


25,458,000 
270,068,000 
22,475,000 
21,084,000 





South Dakota 
Tennessee 


990,000 
5,456.000 
17,084,000 
2,213,000 
2,419,000 


1,136,000 
3,519,000 
21,927,000 
1,123,000 
1,486,000 


198,000 
2,165,000 
3,031,000 

295,000 

221,000 


1,791,000 
12,358,000 
35,725,000 
3,546.000 
2,414,000 


2,344,000 
12,403,000 
20,292,000 
3.723,000 
2,743,000 


6,459,000 
35,901,000 
98,059,000 
10,900,000 

9,283,000 





Virginia 
Washington 


West Virginia 


Wisconsin 
Wyoming 


9,124,000 
8,903,000 
4,318,000 
13,832,000 
918,000 


6,273,000 
6,056,000 
3,781,000 
9,602.000 

548,000 


2,752,000 
1,329,000 
1,709,900 
1,715,000 

85,000 


14,902,000 
11,287,000 
6,477,000 
16,547,000 
1,060,000 


14,614,000 
13,083,000 
8.664,000 
26,834,000 
1,425,000 


47,665,000 
40,658,000 
24,949,000 
68,530,000 

4,036,000 





Total Continental 
United States 


$613,919,000 





$462,240,000 





$110,022,000 


$895,970,000 


$1,059,860,000 


$32142,011,000 











INVESTMENTS OF 


U.S. LIFE INSURANCE COMPANIES 


(000,000 Omitted) 





ACQUIRED 


HELD 


CHANGE IN 
HOLDINGS 





Type of Investment 


7 Mos. 
1956 


July 
1955 


7 Mos. 


July 31 
1956 


July 31 


1955 


June-July 
1956 





Government 


US. 
Canada 


Other 


1955 
$ 481 $2,360 $3,324 
3 10 26 


1 6 3 


7,886 
330 
34 


$9,096 
369 
30 


$ -35 
-2 





State, Pro- 
vincial, 


Local 


US. 
Canada 


Other 


27 290 246 
1 26 
3 3 


2,191 
702 
5 


1,979 
660 
4 


+43 
+6 
a 





World Bank 


144 


154 


+1 





Railroad 


U.S. 
Foreign 


3,853 
46 


-1 





Public 
Utility 


U.S. 


Foreign 


13,835 
486 


+36 





Other 


U.S. 
Foreign 


18,256 
826 


768 





TOTAL 


48,594 





PREFERRED 
STOCKS 


Railroad 


US. 
Foreign 


76 





Public 
Utility 


US. 


Foreign 


903 





Other 


US. 
Foreign 


73 
963 
691 

5 


745 
1 





TOFAL 


1,725 





COMMON 
STOCKS 


Railroad 


US. 
Foreign 


44 


44 





Public 
Utility 


US. 
Foreign 


352 


328 





Other 


US. 


Foreign 


858 
9 


765 
7 





TOTAL 


1,263 


1,144 





MORTGAGES 


VA 
Other 


21 
2,403 


21 
2,176 





FHA* 
VA 
Other 


6.765 
6,872 
15,551 


6,225 
5,373 
13,953 





TOTAL 


31,612 


27,748 





REAL 
ESTATE 


Company Used 





Investment 


651 


563 





Residential 
Commercial 


441 
1,598 


460 
1,407 


—12 





Other 


Farm 
Non-Farm 


7 
14 


9 
14 


ad 
+2 





TOTAL 


2,711 


2,453 


+38 





POLICY LOANS 


CASH 


3,400 


3,230 


-9 





1,093 


1,094 


+15 





3,175 


2,894 


~—14 





$1,696 $1,602 $10.846 $10,622 


$93,580 


$87,638 


$ +704 





Totals for U. S. companies estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing 96% of all assets. The amounts shown 
represent book values for all items except “Other Assets” and “Total.” The change in holdings for the month may sometimes be greater 
than acquisitions for a particular item due to rounding, write-ups and other adjustments. 


*The 1956 figures include acquisitions of $4 million in the month of July, $25 million during the first seven months of 1956, and holdings 
of $157 million of mortgages under the Canadian National Housing Act. In the past such mortgages were mainly included in the ‘“Non- 
Farm Othee” category. 





LIFE INSURANCE BENEFIT PAYMENTS IN THE UNITED STATES 


(000 Omitted) 





Type of Benefit Payment 


July 
1956 


7 Mos. 
1956 


7 Mos. 
1955 








DEATH BENEFITS 
(Including Accidental 
Death Benefits) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


$122,400 
60,000 
22,300 


$ 855,100 
391,500 
167,000 


792,900 
332,700 
154,600 





TOTAL 


204,700 


1,413,600 


1,280,200 





MATURED ENDOWMENTS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


38,400 
200 


12,400 


287,800 
2,100 
90,100 


276,700 
1,800 
80,600 





TOTAL 


51,000 


380,000 


359,100 





DISABILITY PAYMENTS 
(Including Premiums 
Waived) 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


6,100 
2,400 
800 


44,200 
15,800 
5,800 


44,400 
14,600 
5,800 





TOTAL 


9,300 


65,800 


64,800 





ANNUITY PAYMENTS 


Group 
Individual 


16,800 
27,000 


113,900 
188,500 


95,400 
174,300 





TOTAL 


43,800 


302,400 


269,700 





SURRENDER VALUES 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 


59,000 
1,200 
18,900 


432,400 
5,700 
131,000 


389,800 
5,500 
132,200 





TOTAL 


79,100 


569,100 


527,500 





DIVIDENDS TO 
POLICYHOLDERS 


Ordinary 
Group 
Industrial 
Annuity 


61,800 
12,700 
3,300 
3,900. 


481,600 
8,800 98,400 


5,800 63,400 
20,000. 


6,300. 


431,400 
88,000 
61,600 
20,400 





TOTAL 


81,700 


78,500 663,400 


601,400 





TOTAL LIFE BENEFIT PAYMENTS 


$469,600 


$402,100 $3,394,300 


$3,102,700 





ACCIDENT & HEALTH 
BENEFITS 

(Paid by life insurance 
companies) 


Group 
Individual 
Dividends 


112,900 
33,200 
3,900 


80,800 744,600 
23,600 225.200 
2,800 35,800 


598,400 
189,700 
33,000 





TOTAL 


$150,000 


$107,200 $1,005,600 


$ 821,100 





Totals for U. S. estimated on basis of reports from life insurance companies representing about 95% of all payments. 





